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When I saw Harrison Symmes at the State Department 
yesterJlay, he reverted to the point which I reported in my 
letter lH2i^9/l of January 9 % about the interest being shown 
in the Jordan Waters problem by countries not directly con¬ 
cerned with the dispute. 

2. Symmes Indicated that the Americans have received 
further signs of Ghanaian Interest in the question and he 
thought that it was not impossible that the time might come 
when the Ghanaians and others (e.g., the Indians, the Nigerians, 
or the Ethiopians) might be able to play a useful role by 
expressing their Interest in seeing the dispute resol^ved peace¬ 
fully. Symmes emphasized that no high level consideration had 
been given to this point in the State Department but, speaking 
Informally, he wondered whether there might not be advantage 

in keeping other States Informed of the substance of the 
Jordan Waters problem, and in keeping our eyes and ears open 
for opportunities to pass on factual information about the 
problem (e.g., relevant United nations docruaents). More 
positively, he thought that one element in the Jordan Waters 
problem would be the extent to which we could get Afro-Aslan 
States interested in it. Symmes mentioned, incidentally, 
that the Prime Minister of Trinidad had asked the Americans 
for a briefing on Arab/Israel problems. 

3. The State Department may well be reverting to this 
idea now in view of the imminent "information tour" of Arab 
Foreign Ministers (on which, incidentally, they have as little 
definite information as ourselves, although they have heard 
that the U.A.R. Foreign Minister ^s been selected for the 
United States tour), and it is quite possible that the Israelis 
may have hinted to the Americans that some factual briefing 

by third parties could be useful at this Juncture. In reply 
to Symmes' question as to what I thought of the idea, I said 
that, speaking personally, I thought that we should not our¬ 
selves want to get unnecessarily Involved in discussing the 
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iroblM with third parties, since It might In practice 
▼ery difficult to restrict such discussions to an 
exchange of factual Information, and that ve should al 
Inevitably find ourselves cross-questioned on our position* 
Nevertheless, I thought that this vas an Idea vhlch would 
be worth considering, and the time may, I suppose, well 
e when we would find It useful to have an Informed group 
of "neutralist" countries prepared to counsel moderation on 
both the Arabs and the Israelis, particularly If anything 
on the lines of a consortium of Scandinavian or African 
States (as mooted In the fourth paragraph of Sir Roderick Parkes' 
letter of Jahuary 22) were ever to come to fruition. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Eellas In 
Tel Aviv, Hankey in Beirut, Maitland In Cairo, Phillips In 
Amman, and to Anthony Acland In New York (who did not 
receive a copy of my letter of January 9). 



(P.R.H. Wright) 
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